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REPLACING SOME OF CLOVER WITH WHEAT
STRAW TO INCREASE THE BALLAST
IN FRIESIAN COW’S RATION

By
E.A., Graap, LM, Ev-Giyoi, and S.M. Asp Er-Bagr,

Comparative feeding trials with Friesian cows wers undertekan to

study the sffect of inoreasing batlast content{tatal ind igestible orgsnio

matser) of berseem by adding wheat straw on milk yield and its con-
stituents weing swing-over method.

The controk ration was composed of food mixture and wheat straw.
fihe lab tested ration was berscem fod ad lbitum., The 2nd fested
ration oontained berseem fo cover the nutritionsl requirements of
cows and wheat straw to raise ballast content up to 4.3 kga. por
500 bgs. body weight. TFour friesian cows were uged for & period of

100 daya

Tha lst tested ratien sigrificantly inoreased the milk and fat yield
more than the control ration with 16,89222,93% and 12,5:4:3.67%
respectively. The 2ud tested rabion followed the same trend but
tho increase of milk and fat yields were statissically insignificant.
The cotresponding increase were 9.22:52.28% and 7.319-3.02%,

respeotively.

Feading the 2nd tested ration saved 55%, of the total intake of
berseem in the Lst tested one. The average daily intake of berscem
fed ad-dibitum was 132.8 kgs, with the 1st tested ration swhile foed
imtake with the 2nd ration was 58.8 kge. of herseem and 3.8 kgs.
of wheat straw. The averago ballast contents in terms of kgs. non.
digestible organic matter per 500 kga. hody weight of lactating cows
were 4.01, 6.23 and 4.29 kg. with the contrel, 1at ‘and 2nd tested
rations respectively.

The ist tested ration caused an increass in protein and calcium
content of milk, while the 2nd tested ration eansed the highest in-
crease in ash content. The vield of nutrients followed the ssme
trend of milk yield.

Tt was copeluded thet wheat siraw can economically be used a9
Lallast in winter feeding to save the losses in berseem nutrients.
Surplus of berscem may bo proserved as hay or silage for summer
“feeding.
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